Pastor Mark Mikels - DECEMBER 30, 2018

"APPREHENDING ABBA”

"MY ABBA IS FORGIVING... Wonderfully Forgiving"
(Luke 23:34; Isaiah 1:18; Mark 2:1-12; John 8:11)

Intro ... So today is the last Sunday and next to the last day of this year.
It's a time of year when many (if not aimost all) are given to review and
reflection - a time when frequently the missteps of the year gone by

rise up to torment us with accusation and guilt and perhaps even shame.

Who of us cannot think of moments that we would like back - moments
for which we would like a ‘do over’ or for our Heavenly Father to hand us
some sort of cosmic eraser?

Those are moments where we know we truly fell short in our Christian
Life - moments that we know grieved Father, Son and Spirit.

Those were the moments and now are the memories that must be dealt
with before the New Year begins ... They must be dealt with because they
can be heavy baggage to take into the New Year with us. They can weigh
us down and discourage us from pressing on. They can open our ears

to the accusing voice of the Enemy of our Souls and make that voice
believable. Remorse, regret, and ultimately even resignation from

the battle can result from such Year-End Reflection.

Now this process leads many (if not almost all) to formulate some New Year's
Resolutions ... to resolve in one situation or another to “Never do that
again” -to make up for our bad behavior in the past by ‘resolving
ourselves’ into much better behavior in the future.

Now we know from years of experience that most of those ‘Resolutions’
seeking to '‘Resolve the Problem’don't make it to the first of February.

The solution to this Year-End malaise is not Resolution but Recognition!
We need to 'Recognize’ a wonderful reality made possible in our life by
our Abba Father ... We need to capture that reality and experience the
wonder of it as we prepare to walk out of the door called 2018.

So, for today, as this year past continues to slip away,
let us ‘Apprehend’ the liberating truth of ...



TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

“Our Abba Father is FORGIVING ... Wonderfully Forgiving.”
-His FORGIVENESS is an incredibly WONDERFUL thing -

Jesus knew that well ... He communicated that regularly ...
He called upon it even when we would least expect him to do so.

He knew that His Abba Father possessed a Wonderfully Forgiving Heart.
He called upon it, as | said, in a time when we would least expect it.

We find the moment recorded in ...

TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURE ... Luke 23:34

“Father, FORGIVE them
for they do not know what they are doing.”

The 'Them'in this verse were, of course, the Roman Executioners who
were at that very moment in the process of nailing Jesus to the cross.

Which of them would not be haunted for the rest of their life by the
realization that they had participated in the Death of the Son of God!

The grizzled Centurion overseeing them on that day did himself later
confess that that was exactly whom this man they crucified that day was.
The empty tomb three days later affirmed his statement ...

How does one live with the guilt of that?
How could anyone ever be forgiven for that?
How could anyone so abused ever forgive someone for doing that?

Well, Jesus knew someone who could and would.

His Abba Father could and would so forgive.

His Abba Father possessed a heart of forgiveness and so
Jesus requested forgiveness for them from Him.

Oh, what a forgiving heart must our Abba Father have for Him
to forgive even this cruel and hateful treatment?

How many of us as parents would say:

“l can forgive anyone for anything that they might do to me
but mistreating my child is another matter altogether.”



Jesus knew that His Heavenly Abba's heart reached even to those
heavy-handed, hard-hearted Roman soldiers. Jesus, of course, was
demonstrating that very same trait as he made his appeal -

like Father, like Son.

Like Jesus said ...

*Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father."
(John 14:9)

So, this morning on this last Sunday of the year, | want us to think
a bit about just how wonderful (to say nothing of how necessary)
our Abba's Forgiveness really is.

Consider with me ...

THREE MOST WONDERFUL ASPECTS OF ABBA'S FORGIVENESS. ...

1. ABBA'S FORGIVENESS IS WONDERFULLY CLEANSING
“Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow.”
(Isaiah 1:18)

Long years before the Son of God came to earth, Isaiah, one of Israel's
greatest prophets, understood that the Almighty God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob was in the business of forgiving sin and

removing its ugly stain from man'’s heart forever.

God can and does do this because He is much more than just a
Righteous God of Judgment, though the people of Isaiah’s day
were experiencing plenty of that!

Isaiah was looking forward to the day when the Forgiving Heart
of the Almighty would be able to be fully expressed ... when these
words he wrote would indeed be man's experience.

The coming of the Son of God into the human race brought that day
into being ... Jesus came making complete forgiveness possible.

As we saw last week ... the incredible timing of God's Plan to restore man
to fellowship involved the substitution of the perfect man, Jesus Christ,
for all sinful men ...

Jesus would take upon himself all the judgment of a Righteous God
so that all men who would trust in Him might receive forgiveness
and cleansing from sin's horrid stain.



Cleansed in the eyes of God they would become ...
Pure and spotless in His Sight they would be.

And so, on Calvary that day, Jesus (in anticipation of the work
He would do that day on that cross) cries out ...

“Father, forgive them."

And do you not surely believe that some of those men about whom those
words were spoken were powerfully impacted by them?

How could they not be impacted by the realization that the Heavenly
Father of Jesus Christ was a forgiving God and that His Forgiveness
(if called upon) could cleanse them from the ugliness of their sin?

Surely some non-soldiers standing there were impacted by those words
as well ... How about Peter who denied His Master or the others who
fled and forsook their Master? How about any of us who find

ugly behavior in our 2018 story?

Jesus Himself would say to you and through His Holy Spirit,
He does say to you ...

Your Abba Father is forgiving ... wonderfully forgiving ...
Confess your sins to Him and receive the wonderful cleansing
that His Forgiveness provides ...

Enter into the New Year of 2019 with the understanding
that in your ‘Abba’s eyes’ you are ‘'White as Snow.’

Indeed ... "Abba’s Forgiveness is wonderfully cleansing!”
How wondrous — how awesome - is that fact to ‘Apprehend.’

HERE NOW IS A SECOND MOST WONDERFUL ASPECT OF ABBA'S
FORGIVENESS ...

2. ABBA'S FORGIVENESS IS WONDERFULLY HEALING
“Son, your sins are forgiven — take up your mat and go home.”
(Mark 2:1-12)

These words were spoken by Jesus to the paralyzed man who had
been lowered by his friends right into Jesus' presence. He was in a
horrible physical condition. Everyone could see that.



He was in an even more horrible spiritual shape - Jesus could see that.
Sin can absolutely paralyze a person ... even a follower of Jesus.

Sin can put us in that terrible place that is often called:
“Paralysis by Analysis.”

Too much reflection can lead to the Paralysis called 'Self-Incrimination.’
“I'm no good and I'll never be good.”

Too much reflection can lead to the Paralysis called ‘Fear of Failure.'
“l just can’t handle messing up again.”

Too much reflection can lead to the Paralysis called 'Self-Doubt’
“My Heavenly Father must be absolutely disgusted with me.”

To any such ‘Born-Again Paralytics’ he comes across, Jesus,
through His Holy Spirit, would say ...

Your Abba Father is forgiving ... wonderfully forgiving ...
Confess your sins to Him and receive the wonderful healing
that His Forgiveness provides ...

Enter into the New Year of 2019 with the understanding
that in your ‘Abba’s Eyes’ you are ‘Good to Go.’

HERE NOW IS THE THIRD AND FINAL MOST WONDERFUL ASPECT OF
ABBA’'S FORGIVENESS WE WILL DISCUSS THIS MORNING ...

3. ABBA'S FORGIVENESS IS WONDERFULLY ENERGIZING
“Neither do | condemn you .. Go now and leave your life of sin.”
(John 8:11)

Those words were spoken to the ‘Adulterous Woman’ who was brought
before Jesus ... It's recorded in the eighth chapter of the Gospel of John.
It's a questionable passage because it's not found in the very oldest
manuscripts available though it's found in thousands of later ones.

However, it has retained its validity through all these years because
everything it communicates is consistent with the character of Christ
as seen elsewhere in the Scriptures.






