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INTRODUCTION

MAaNY a wreck has been the result of taking the family to the coun.
try, and afterwards having part or all of it become thoroughly dis-
satisfied There are so many rough realities 1n a hfe of this kand that
it takes the poetry out of the wisions of joy, peace, contentment and
success that anse m the minds of many
H W Wiey,
In The Lure of the Land

PEOPI.E who think they “would like to have a little farm”
naturally fall into two groups, those who are sure to
fail and those likely to succeed This book is written to help
both! Its presentation of advantages and disadvantages, es-
sential farming principles and practises should enable you
to decide in which class you belong and whether or not you
would be foohsh or wise to risk making the plunge. In either
case it should be worth many times its price because, on the
one hand it should prevent fore-doomed failure, and on the
other, show you how to avoid delay, disappointment, per-
haps disaster, but attain the satisfaction that characterizes
personal and well directed efforts in farming

If your experience m the country so far has been confined
to vacations or summer residence and if your reading has
been limited to literature that depicts the attractive features
of farm life in vivid colors but purposely or thoughtlessly
glosses over or fails to emphasize the objectionable ones you
will doubtless be shocked at the stress placed in this book
upon the drawbacks My reason for doing this is that I want
to present conditions not only as I know them to be but as
Yyou are almost certain to find them, “To be forewarned is to
be forearmed ”

_ You may already know the country in summer, perhaps
in spring or autumn,—'-may})e' during all the “growing





EPUB/image_0012_00.jpeg
THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK

When you plan an auto trip, you wisely consult a road map
to discover the safest, most direct and pleasantest way to
your destination When you are actually on your way, you
follow the signs and obey the signal lights, especially at the
cross-roads, the branches and through the cities Often you
may have the choice of several routes and often you may
be in a quandary, but by consulting the map and obeying
the signs, you ultimately reach your goal

This book aims to be a “road map” which traces some of
the best routes along which you and your family may travel
to happy, prosperous and nteresting hves It not only md:-
cates the safest routes but, what 1s even more 1mportant, it
particularly warns agamnst blind alleys and side roads that
lead to disappointment if not disaster In this respect it
differs from the usual rural ife book which depicts only the
pleasant features of farming So for this reason, if for no
other, 1t should be of signal service to you, especially 1f 1t
prevents your making the serious mistakes commonly made
by people who move from the aties and towns to the

country

’

SPECIAL NOTE

‘This new edition should be of even greater service to you,
reader, as a reference book because many tables and much
new data have been added to the Appendix They have been
placed there so as not to mterfere with the ease of reading
the general text In most cases their connection with the
text have been indicated by reference to the chapters to which
they apply The other instances have no direct textual cross
reference Glance them over now to become famihar with

them
THE AUTHOR

14
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4 FIVE ACRES

partment of a produce-raising concern, at still another
planted about fifty acres of orchard and vineyard for a com-
mercial orchardist. As occasion has presented I have also
worked in greenhouses and nurseries

Though, like a politictan, I might “pomt with pride” to
some personal successes I would rather present more sig-
nificant ones made by others Conversely, as some of my
mistakes taught me more than the successes I prefer to hold
them up as “horrible examples” (instead of the errors of
others!). So you, Reader, may “henceforth take warning by
my fall and shun the faults I fell m1”

2

CITY VS COUNTRY LIFE

Faruine must be a family affair just as much as it has ever been,
but the modern way 1s not to make a drudge of any person, adult or
mmor The work of the farm demands system and departments Each
person who 1s required to perform any of the Iabor should have 1t so
shaped that 1t will sumulate energy, sense of responsimlity and love

el C C BowsrIELD
Tn Wealth from the Sol

ON’E of the most striking charactenistics of each “depres-
sion period” is the tacit acknowledgment of” aty
dwellers that “the farm is the safest place to hve,” for
though there 18 each year a migration from the country
to the city and a counter movement to the suburbs and 2
less pronounced one to more agricultural environment, the
movement becomes an exodus when business takes a sIPmp
and employees are thrown out of work

So long as the income continues the epployee 1s prone to
quell what desires he may have for rural Iife and to tolerate
the disadvantages of urban surroundings rather than to drop
a certainty for an uncertamnty; but when hard times arrive
and his savings steadily melt away he begins to appreciate
the advantages of a home which does not gobble up his hard-
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2 FIVE ACRES

season”—but do you know what 1t is to spend the winter i
the country? How would you like to be snowed m as my
family and I bave been so that for fen weeks neither you
nor your neighbors could use an automobile because of the
deeply drifted snow? Can you and your family stand the
isolation usually characteristic of farm life? Do you know
from experience the meanmng of bhard, manual work from
dawn to dark—and then by lantern-hight? Are you prepared
to forego salary or mcome for months at a stretch? I don't
seek to frighten you but merely to indicate that though farm
hife has 1ts joys and satisfactions 1t also has 1ts drawbacks

No matter m which of the groups mentioned you place
yourself, 1t 1s natural that you should ask whether I am a
practical man or merely a professor or a writer! Though I
must confess to having held professorial and editorial posi-
tions, these were becanse of my famiharity with practical
matters My experience began before my earhest “httle red
schoolhouse” days and, barring interruptions, has continued
until the present

My boyhaod duties included not only the usual chores of
the farm and those connected with fruit and vegetable gar-
dening, poultry and bee-keepmg, horse and cow care, but
canmng and pickling, soap and candle manufacture, meat
curing and wine making, m fact, practically everything
which characterized farm lLife only a remove or two from
pioneer conditions ;

As my father, until my young manhood, was a renter o
one place after another, I not only learned the disadvantages
of this style of husbandry but gamed considerable exper-
ence by correcting the mistakes of former tenants (and even
owners!), especially in makmg neglected orchards, vine-
yards and gardens productive, and n learmng how to
manage a wide varety of soils i

At various times I worked on five farms, on one ar.an-
other of which the leading features were dairy cattle, sheep,
gram, hay, fruit, vegetables and bees As the owners of thejs
places were good farmers and communicative I learn
much from them insaddition to how to handle tools and 1m-
plements effectively‘ At‘one time I owned a frut farm w:lth
poultry as a side hne, at another I managed the fruit de-

L

L
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FIVE ACRES

AND INDEPENDENCE

A Practical Gurde to the Selection
and Management of the
Small Farm

By M. 6. KAINS, B.S., MA.
&

Secunity 15 assured and even comfort and luxury
may come to the family who owns and wisely

erates a small farm Not only can such a
place supply the food requirements of the
family, but it may produce abundance to sell,
often ke:t higher prices than those of the general
mar

This book tells hows to select, finance, stock and
develop such a place It pomnts out mistakes to
avold as well as methods that assure success, it
emphasizes the importance of good water, sanita-
tion, drainage and irmgation, tells how to en-
hance crop yields while also :mprovm% soil
conditions, explamns how to treat neglected
orchards already on the place, how to start and
care for new ones, how to plant berry patches
and vimeyards and how to avoid losses of
nursery stock It discusses the pros gad cops
of fruit and vegetable crops, daury cqws, hogs
poultry and bees, presents satisfactory, ways p,_f
stoning perishable products, and syygests sey:,,
thing methods thatthave proved thewrr v th | 3

The book 1s based on the personal w ““eaperr-
ence of the author and covers wirtually every ,'r
problem that the small farm owner 15 hkely ?

encounter ‘THE NEw YORx TiMes said
e his detarled adwvice dnd explanation on cvér
topic treated leave hitle chance for even th ignorgn!
and unskilled person to go wrang n his fsniﬁng opetc .
tions if he 1s intelhgent enongh to trust ,3.':': guide a'ng.l 'l“

follow directions .

(Contmued _:T.. Back Flap)
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